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The twenty-first Annual Report of the Directors of the New-York Mis- 


sionary Society, presented at the Annual Meeting, held on Tuesday, 
April 7, 1818. . 


- 


Tur Society, at its last meeting, was informed of the unfavourable 
prospects of the mission among the Senecas, and of the conditional 
continuance of Mr. Hyde as a Teacher among them. From the in- 
formation they have received, the Directors are satisfied that the 
School among them has, for some time past, been scarcely worth at- 
tention ; that very few children have attended with any degree of punc- 
tuality or profit, and that their Indian parents seem anxious nei- 
ther for personal instruction, nor the instruction of their children. In 
consequence of his want of success in his labours, and the great im- 
probability of his future usefulness in that tribe, Mr. Hyde, in a let- 
ter dated Oct. 29, 1817, tendered his resignation to the Board, as a 
Teacher under their care, which they have accepted. 

In their last report, the Directors stated that they had received 
under their care Mr. James Arbuckle, as a candidate for Missionary 
service; but in consequence of some misunderstanding, as to the 
terms and continuance of his education by the Board, he has been 
released from all obligations to the Society, and is no longer under 
their direction. 

The Board have no particular information to communicate respect- 
ing the mission on Long Island. In the last accounts received from 
the Rev. Mr. Dickerson, who has been employed as their Missiona- 
ry, he states that, on the whole, the prospects of the Society in that 
quarter are favourable-—that he has preached one half of his time at 
Cold Spring, andthe other half at the Forks, Puspattock, and Mon- 
tauk, and has met with considerable encouragement in his labours. 
The Board, however, have informed Mr. Dickerson, that after the 
first of March last, they would no longer require his services, and 
the Committee of missions have been instructed to procure some oth- 
er Missionary to labour in that station. 

It is with pleasure the Directors inform the Society, that since their 
last annual meeting, they have taken under their care Mr. James 
Young, and have engaged him as a Teacher among the Tuscaroras. 
The Board being satisfied as to his Christian character, his literar 
attainments, and his great desire of being useful among the Heathen, 
have sent him out under their employ, at a salary of four hundred 
dollars per annum ; and provided him with suitable books, &c. for 
the use of the School. Mr. Young reached Tuscarora in the month 
of October last, and soon after his arrival, commenced his School on 
the Lancasterian method, and from the information he has communi- 
cated to the Board, it appears that between forty and seventy scho- 
lars usually attend; that a general disposition prevails among the 
Indians of that tribe to send their children to School, and to haye 
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them orderly in their deportment; that the chiefs and parents fre- 
quently call at the school-house, and seem much interested in the in- 
struction of the pupils ; and that although many difficulties are yet to 
be surmounted, and the most deplorable ignorance yet to be remov- 
ed, there is much to encourage our hearts, and stimulate our efforts 
in their behalf. 

The prospects of our mission among the Tuscaroras were never so 
flattering as at present. Immediately after the last annual meeting 
of the Society, Mr. Crane was licensed and ordained by the Presby- 
tery of New-York, of the Associate Reformed Church, and being 
furnished with credentials and instructions from the Board, was for- 
warded without delay to the place of his labours. He arrived among 
the Tuscaroras on the 31st of May last, and was received with a most 
cordial welcome. An instance thereof, the Missionary thus relates 
in one of his letters to the Board. ‘“ As I was for the first time en- 
tering Tuscarora village, in search of the residence of Cusick, my 
interpreter, | proceeded till I came to a large company of Indians, 
who were sitting on the grass,-refreshing themselves during the heat 
of the day. I rode up to them, and inquired if any of them could 
speak the English language. A young man answered in the affir- 
mative. After receiving satisfactory information respecting Cusick, 
I took notice of the healthy, lively children, who were playing 
around their parents, and asked if they understood English. He 
said they did not. Having one particular object of my mission in 
view, I then inquired whether he wished them to learn it, and would 
send them to school, if they had a Teacher. He answered that he 
would do it very gladly. I then made a few inquiries on the subject 
of their having a Missionary among them. He informed me that 
they were destitute of a father at present, and had been so for some 
time. He observed, that the good Society in New-York had done 
many good things for them, and had long promised to send them a 
young father, to teach them about Jesus Christ ; but that they were 
afraid that the good Society was discouraged with their wickedness, 
and would not do any thing for them. He added, that they had pray- 
ed lately very much, for the great Spirit to incline the good Society 
to send them a minister. | then made myself known to him. He 
turned, and said a few words to them in his native language, and the 
whole groupe arose with every expression of joy. The grayheaded, 
and the little child, seized my hands, and endeavoured to manifest 
by their actions those grateful emotions which they could not express 
with their lips. Having never witnessed such scenes in Christian 
churches, I found it too affecting, and turned away from them, to give 
vent to the tears of gratitude and joy, and to express the petition 
which the circumstances excited. 

* On Wednesday, the 4th of June, I met with the Council of the 
Tribe, and presented my letter of introduction, which was interpreted 
by Cusick. The chiet then arose, and addressed the people. Ai- 
terward he addressed himself to me, ina long speech; to which I 
made a general answer, expressing the good wishes of the Society ; 
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and in general terms, the object of my mission. The result was, a 
very cordial acceptance of me as their Missionary, a dignified and 
feeling expression of their thanks to the Society and to myself, and 
a promise on their part to do every thing in their power to encour- 
age me.”’ 

For some time after Mr. Crane’s arrival among them, he was pre- 
vented from devoting to their spiritual interests as much time and 
attention as he wished, in consequence of his being obliged to en- 
deavour to relieve their temporal distresses, (arising from scarcity of 
provision during the last season,) and the necessity he was under of 
living at a distance from the village, from the want of a suitable mis- 
sion ath Immediate measures were therefore taken for the erec- 
tion of a building to accommodate the Missionary and Teacher; and 
for this purpose, the Board have appropriated six hundred dollars. 
The building is now habitable, and will probably be finished in the 
course of the ensuing season, and maiy inconveniences thereby re- 
moved, with which, at first, the labours of the Missionary were em- 
barrassed. 

From the information communicated to the Board, it appears that 
the most deplorable ignorance prevailed among the Indians, on eve- 
ry important religious subject, although the Pagans among them, 
i. e. those who retain the principles, the rites and ceremonies of 
their fathers, are few in number, and their influence feeble. A large 
majority of the Tribe assent to the truth of the Gospel, and counte- 
nance the preaching of it by their presence. Two of their chiefs 
particularly, and several of the young men in the Tribe, have mani- 
fested much concern for their eternal welfare, and made many inqui- 
ries respecting the way of salvation by Jesus Christ. In expressing 
this concern, they showed a particular desire for baptism, and ap- 
peared to esteem that ordinance of paramount importance, and in 
some instances, as almost superseding the necessity of repentance 
towards God, and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Immediate at- 
tention was given to rectify this their error, by preagnsnys and. by 
conversation ; and the Missionary trusts that he has succeeded in the 
attempt. He has also endeavoured, and not without success, to ex- 
cite the solicitude of those who are members of the church, in behalf 
of their brethren who are ‘ without God, and without hope,” among 
them; and the Missionary states, that he has heard prayers from 
those illiterate converts, expressing such heartfelt anxiety, such 
hope and confidence in the Son of God, as have led him to anticipate 
the most pleasing results) They who are professing Christians 
among them, wa!k worthy of their calling, and are the first in all acts 
of national kindness, and the most prompt to render assistance in 
cases of individual suffering. 

In a communication recently made to the,Board, the Missionary 
observes, “ The attention to religion excited among many of the 
Tribe, who have hitherto been strangers to.‘ the power of Gou’s 
salvation,’ has been a source of great satisfaction to the Christians. 
Those who were capable of instructing others, encouraged the young 








ae ne 


_— — 
en? RO 




















100 21st Report of the N. Y. Missionary Society. 


people to come to their huts, and spend their evenings in profitable 
conversation. I requested the members of the church to assemble 
together on the afternoon of every Saturday, for the purpose of encou- 
raging each other, and examining and instructing those who might 
wish for it. This was followed by applications for admission to the 
church. ‘The applicants were advised to wait some weeks, and the 
intervening time was employed in preaching on those subjects which 
related to their examination and preparation for participating the or- 
dinances of Christ. The elders also were instructed relative to their 
duty, as officers inthe church. Afier these arrangements were made, 
five women and two men came before us to confess their faith in 
Christ. They all passed through a rigid examination, and six of 
them were received. It was thought adviseable to defer the recep- 
tion of one on account of her youths Her exercises of mind were 
satisfactory. It appeared that she had for some time persisted in 
the practice of all the Christian duties with which she was acquainted, 
although she met with opposition and violent treatment from one of 
her parents. ‘Three of those received were baptized, and four of 
them were married. 

*“ From the examination and confession of these Indians, we can- 
not but hope that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
They all evinced a determination to adhere to the cause they had 
espoused, and to suffer patiently all the evils which, as Christians, 
they have reason to expect. 

“The administration of the Lord’s supper was interesting and 
solemn. The house was crowded, and the countenances of all pre- 
sent appeared to express an inward sense of the vast importance of 
the scene before them. My interpreter, (who is not a pious man,) 
the son of Cusick mv stated interpreter, who was absent, was so 
much affected, as to be under the necessity of leaning on the desk 
for support while speaking. While I was dispensing the elements, 
he sat down and burst into tears. His brother wept also. In the 
evening he came tosee me. I told him I was much pleased with his 
conduct through the day, for he spoke with more confidence and en- 
ergy than he had ever done before. He answered, ‘ Yes, but it 
breaks my heart.’ I asked what broke his heart? He said, ‘ The 
great mercy of the Son of God.’ I was also informed, that numbers 
had felt a degree of tenderness on this occasion; and I have some 
reason to cherish the hope, that impressions were made on some 
which will be lasting and saving.” 

As far as their scanty means would admit, the Board have com- 
menced the purchase ofa library for the use of their Missionary ; and 
in consequence of Mr. Crane’s having lately connected himself in 
matrimony, they have added to his former salary the use of the farm 
belonging to the Society. 

The Treasurer’s account accompanies this Report. 

BRETHREN, 

The prospects of the usefulness of this Institution, are more cheer- 

ing at present than at any period since its organization, in the year 
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1796.—And on a review, especially of the year that is past, have we 
not great reason to bless and magnify the name of God our helper? 
and have we not every eee ce to persevere in this good and 
glorious cause ? Into those fields which are whitening to the har- 
vest, the sickle has been thrust ; and the fruits of righteousness which 
have been gathered, we would hope are the first-fruits of a rich and 
abundant harvest. 

The Dircctors cannot refrain from congratulating their brethren, 
on the establishment in this city, during the last year, of the “ Unit- 
ed Forcign Missionary Society ;” and while they would express their 
sincere desires, that that Institution may be rendered eminently 
successful in the glorious cause in which they have embarked, they 
would also confidently hope, that the resources of our Society will 
not be diminished, nor the efforts of its members relaxed, and that 
with united hearts and hands, we may still continue to advance un- 
der the auspices of that same gracious Providence that has hitherto 
conducted us. To him, and to the word of his grace, would we com- 
mend ourselves, and the interests of those Heathen who have for 
years been committed to our care ; and while he permits us, on this 
occasion, gratefully to erect our Ebenezer, we would go forward 
with the humble trust, and the fervent prayer, that for every future 
exigence “ the Lord will provide.” 


By order of the Board of Directors, 


P. N. STRONG, Clerk. 


[By the Treasurer’s account it appears that the Society have ex- 
pended during the past year, $3349.93; and that their income has 
only been $1449.23 of which $673, arise from collections in the 
churches in this city connected with the Institution ; $72 from mem- 
bers of the Society ; $509.50 from dividends on stock; $25 a dona- 
tion from S. V. S. Wilder; $60 a collection in the 3d Presbyteri- 
an Church in Philadelphia; and $100 from a member of that 
church, (transmitted by Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely,)—both these latter sums 
contributed to aid in building a church in the Tuscarora village : 


and there was at the date of the account, 7th April 1818, a balance 
due the Treasurer of $1564.18. ] 
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Seventh Number of Monthly Correspondence of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. (Concluded.) 


Specimen of the Monthly Paper of Business, printed and issued by the Committee 
of the Russian Bible Society. 


The following is an Abstract of the Paper containing the Business of November 
the 13th, 1817. 

There were laid before the Committee, specimens of the following 
recently printed editions of the New Testament: viz. the second 
edition of he Slavonian New Testament, in duodecimo, on stereo- 
type; the Moldavian in octavo; anda third of the German, accord- 
ing to the Roman Catholic Version ; each consisting of 5000 copies. 
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The first proof sheet of the Georgian New Testament, demy 
quarto, to consist of 2000 copies. 

The Committee were informed that the printing of the Moldavian 
Bible was already begun. The original from which this edition of 
5000 copies is printed, had been sent for that purpose by the Exarch 
Gabriel, Metropolitan of Kishenau and Chotin. 

It was resolved to make known to all the parishes in Finland, by 
means of their ministers, that Bibles in Finnish may now be had at 
the depository of the Russian Bible Society, at five rubles the copy, 
bound; and the New Testament at one ruble, sixty kopeks. The 
extraordinary desire of the Finns for the Bible is sufliciently known: 
this notice will, therefore, be to them most. welcome. 

The Committee have received, during the months of September 
and October, the following remittances trom Auxiliary Societies :— 

From the Voronesian Committee, 2000 rubles.x—The Tulasian, 
2249.—F rom that at Cronstadt, 795.—From the Tauridian, 700.— 
That of Tobolsk, 5500.—The Saratovian, 1000.—Moghiley, 2100, 
and 1 ducat in gold.—From that at Witepsk, 500.—From Astrachan, 
$75.—F rom Wetka, 500.—From Pskofl, 1400.—Resan 470; and 
7 rubles, 50 kopeks in silver; and from the Committee of Kostroma, 
1000 rubles. 

The following also from their correspondents :—The Armenian 
Archbishop John, 190 rubles.—The Governor of the civil depart- 
ment of Irkutsk, 240 rubles, for one part of which, returns in Bibles 
are requested for the use of the inhabitants of the Srednekolymsky 
department ; the remainder, a voluntary offering to the Bible Society, 
from the Heathen dwelling in the circle of Jakutsk; and lastly, 600 
rubles from the Armenian Archbishop Nerses, in Tiflis. 

Zeal in the Bible cause is spreading far and wide in our extended 
empire, and produces emulation every where ; accounts have very 
lately been received of the formation of the following branches of the 
Russian Bible Society :-— 

1. At Kieff. The Vice-Presidents elected, were, Serapion, Me- 
tropolitan of Kiefl, and Halitsch; Rajeffsky, General of Cavalry ; 
Masse, Lieutenant-General, and Commander at Kiefi, and the Civil 
Governor of the place, Nasimoff. At the opening of this Society, 
6404 rubles were voluntarily subscribed. 

2. Vladimir, where the Vice-Presidents elected, were, Xenophon, 
Bishop of Vladimir and Susdal ; Jurloff, Actual Counsellor of State, 
and Civil Governor; and Prince Wolkonsky, Chamberlain, and 
Marshal of the Nobility. 

3. At Orel, the Vice-Presidents are, Jonas, Bishop of Orel and 
Sefisk ;, Korf, Adjutant-General to His Imperial Majesty. 

4. The Bessarabian; the Vice-Presidents are, Gabriel, the Ex- 
arch, Metropolitan of Kishenau and Chotin, and the Governor of 
Bessarabia. Among the Members of the Committee, are, Leontius, 
the Metropolitan of Servia; Gregory, Archbishop of the Bessara- 
bian Armenians; Demetrius, Bishop of Bender and Akerman ; and 
several others. 
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Departments, small towns, and even single parishes, are by no 
means deficient in exertions for promoting the object of the Bible 
Society. : 

The following Branches and Associations have lately been formed : 

1. At Kurmysch, in the Simbirskian Government, under the Pre- 
sidency of the Counsellor of State, Mr. Papoff, by whose exertions 
it has been established. The active Members of ‘this Association 
have already collected in contributions upwards of five hundred 
rubles. So zealous are they to supply the inhabitants of their circle 
with the Holy Scriptures, that they have been endeavouring to find 
out means for translating the New Testament into the language of 
the Tschuwassians, and printing it in the Russian character, for the 
benefit of that nation, to whom this precious treasure has been hi- 
therto unknown. 

2. At Rauge in the circle of Dorpat Werro, in the Livonian Go- 
vernment, which already consists of 700 Members. ‘The Committee 
at Dorpat, and other zealous promoters of the good cause among the 

roprietors of estates, have presented this new Branch with 300 
Est onian New Testaments for gratuitous distribution. On the 13th 
of August last, they held their first general meeting in their parish 
church, at which about 4000 people were assembled. 

The minister of the parish delivered on this occasion an excellent 
discourse from Philippians i. 2—11., and endeavoured to impress 
upon the hearts of his hearers, that, “‘ on this solemn occasion, it 
was not, how many kopeks they had thrown into the treasury of the 
Bible Society, nor even having heard something about the word of 
God, but the chief point was, that every Member, from this day, 
should feel himself more deeply impressed with a sense of his duty 
to hear and read the divine word, wherever there was an opportunity ; 
to love it more, to endeavour to get a clearer and more perfect un- 
derstanding of it ; to communicate his knowledge to others, particu- 
larly to his children and househol@; and to lead, in conformity to 
its precepts, a life of faith, hope, and charity.” 

3. The Achtyrka Branch of the Slobodsko Ukranian Society. 
Their contributions have already amounted to upwards of 1400 
rubles, to part of which sum, the officers of the Wolhynian regiment 
of Hulans have contributed. 

The fixed attention of all persons assembled at the meeting for 
the formation of this Bible Society, the uninterrupted silence which 
prevailed during the reading of the several papers, and the serious- 
ness which pervaded the whole of the transaction, proved a real 
triumph to every friend of the word of God. 

4. A similar Auxiliary Society will shortly be established in the 
town of T’schaussy, in the district of the Moghiley Branch. 

5. The Voronesian Branch has informed the Commitiee, that the 
like Associations have been established in the towns of Bobroff and 
Sadonsk. 

The Moghiley Committee have informed us, that they have re- 
ceived safe the 2102 copies of the Holy Scriptures in various lan- 
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ages ; and from this supply they had immediately forwarded to 
the army 150 Slavonian Bibles, and 1680 New Testaments, in order 
that the desire of our warriors for these holy volumes, for which they 
are ready to pay, might in some degree be satisfied. The Committee 
of sr Russian Bible Society have resolved to transmit them a fresh 
supp!y- 

According to advice from the Witepskian Committee, many inqui- 
ries are making there after the Scriptures in the Slavonian, German, 
Polish, and Hebrew languages. The Polish and Hebrew copies 
which were sent from hence, were disposed of soon after their arri- 
val. The Military Orphan School at Witepsk, has been supplied 
with Polish New Testaments. — 

The copies of the Four Evangelists, and the Acts of the Apostles 
in Hebrew, sent to the Committee at Wilna, have been eagerly 
bought by the Jews there; for which reason they have requested a 
further supply. The Israelites have also inquired after copies of 
the whole Bible. 

By the edition of the Gospel of St. Matthew, which the Committee 
of the Russian Bible Society have undertaken to print at Astrachan, 
at their expense, in the Kirgesian dialect of the Tartar language, the 
Tobolsk Tartars, and the Buchars, will also be benefited. 

The Committee at Resan write, that the sum of money they have 
remitted hither, includes 110 rubles, being the contribution of the 
Tartars, in the circle of Kassimoff, who have expressed a wish for 
copies of the complete Bible in the Tartar language. 

The correspondent of the Russian Bible Society, Director of 
Schools, Mr. Manpe, in Taganrog, writes, that the ak of the copies 
of the Holy Scriptures, sent from hence in various languages, is pro- 
ceeding : Greeks and Turks come in numbers to purchase them. 

Although many copies have been distributed gratuitously, the 
money received for those sold will amount to something considerable. 
Demands have been made from*fience for copies in Polish, German, 
French, and Italian. 

Michael, Archbishop of Irkutsk, writes, that no sooner had he 
published an account in his diocess of the object of the Bible Socie- 
ty, and given notice of his intention to establish a Branch Society 
there, than numberless inquiries were made after copies of the Holy 
Scriptures from every quarter, even by the Heathen, and those sent 
into banishment, who offered to pay for them out of the money they 
may be able to earn. 

The correspondent of the lately established Auxiliary Society in 
Kieff, expresses himself in his letter to the Committee among other 
things, as follows :—‘ The establishment of the Russian Bible So- 
ciety isa most sacred undertaking ; it is from the Lord himself, who 
will have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth. To every nation the salvation has been proclaimed in their 
own tongue ; and these nations, if they are attentive to his voice, 
which calls them to behold the light of the Gospel, will unite, as it 
were, into one pious family, which, illumined by the light of faith, 
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will become one fold, attending to no other call, than that of their 
Shepherd, Christ. They will then form a blessed fraternity, a 
heavenly communion, united like the angels in love to God and man, 
and with one voice and heart, devoted to our Saviour, and his doc- 
trines, proclaim the praise of the tri-une God. Those who have 
hitherto sat in darkness, and the shadow of death, begin already to 
perceive the light, and discover that in this light everlasting life is 
clearly to be discerned. 

‘¢ May the labours and exertions of the Russian Bible Society be 
blessed for the exaltation of the name of the Most High. Upon this 
foundation a Branch of the Russian Bible Society has late y been 
established in the town of Kieff, renowned for ages as the birth place 
of many zealous promoters of the true knowledge of God, by which 


the vine in the vineyard of Christ in Russia will bring forth fruit in 
abundance.” 
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Correspondence of the London Rel. Tract Society. (Concluded.) 
SWEDEN. 
From the Report of the Evangelical Society for 1816. 

Next to making a provision of Tracts, it became the duty of your 
Committee to take care that all were satisfactorily distributed through- 
out the land; to effect which, they not only made use of the means 
already particularized in the Reports of the preceding years, but 
extended their sphere of action into a diocess standing much in 
need of it, that of Wexio, where hitherto little has been done, the 
members of the Society residing in very distant parts from each other, 
and being thus prevented from holding much mutual communication. 
At length your committee succeeded to their utmost wish, having 
foundin the Rev. Mr. Lindvall, the secretary to the Consistorial Court 
at Wexio, a willing, zealous, and active Agent, who has in good 
earnest set about this desirable work. 

Your committee have assiduously turned their attention to Stu- 
dents and Scholars, both at the several Gymnasiums, (a second- 
rate university,) and at the Public Schools in general: in order to 
awaken among them attention to this work of God in the Land, 
and impress their yet teachable minds with the same good which 
others have received, your committee selected suitable Tracts, and 
sent them to the Bishops, with a respectful address, and a request 
that they would dispose of them conformably to your Committee’s 
views. The most agreeable replies have been received, justly 
demanding this public testimony, so honourable to the character of 
the several Right Reverend Prelates. 

In Lapland and other nothern regions, the prospect of a more 
extensive circulation of the Society’s Tracts opens, especially by 
means of a man of considerable rank, whose official duties will in- 
duce him to visit in person those distant places. His known zeal 
for the glory of the Lord and the increase of his kingdom, is a 
guarantee to vour committee, that he will not be lukewarm, either 
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in this business or the distribution of the Holy Scriptures. —May 
the Lord God prosper this blessed and benevolent purpose ! 

The total number of Tracts that have been printed by your 
Society since its establishment, amount to 1,203,750; and the dis- 
tribution to 1,014,324 copies. 

That the perusal of these Tracts has been attended with the bless- 
ing of God, for much good, is no hypothesis, but an ascertained 
fact; which your Committee’s correspondence with country places 
fully establishes; of which the Society may with delight satisfy 
themselves, by perusal of the Extracts contained in the Appendix. 
An impression has been made, for which the parties concerned, not 
only while upon earth, but, your Committee trust, by God’s grace, 
in Heaven also, will have cause to give praise, blessing and honour 
to His name to whom these Tracts, in ‘such plain and unassuming 
language, direct every broken hearted sinner, for salvation ;—in the 
same spirit as that which made John the Baptist cry aloud to his hear- 
ers,— Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world!” 

RUSSIA. 
From the Rev. R. Pinkerton. St. Petersburg, Aug. 12th, 1817. 

Along with this I send youa copy ofthe Missionary Transactions, 
in Russ ; a copy of Buchanan’s Researches, in the same language ; 
and a copy of an excellent little work, which the wothy princess 
has written and lately published, for the instruction of Russian 
youth in the saving doctrines of Christ; called, Coversations between 
a Mother and her Children, on Spiritual Subjects. 1 intended also to 
have sent you a third Voluine of our Religious Tracts; but I see this 
must remain to another occasion, as I have no time before Mr. R. 
sets off, to get a copy bound. The printing and circulation of 
Tracts in the Russian language are going forward with great success. 
The number of Tracts printed, up to this date, is 156,000. The 
demands for them, from the most distant parts of Russia, are con- 
tinually augmenting; and the following extracts of letters to a 
Nobleman, from the first dignitaries of the Russian Church, will 
show to you the estimation in which these most useful Publications 
are held by the Pastors of the flock of Christ in this great em- 
pire. ! 
1. The Bishop of Irkutsk, among other things, writes concerning 
the Tracts as follows ;— 

“* These Tracts are invaluable, because they are founded on the 
“Word of God. In one week the whole number sent me (532 
copies) were bought up with great avidity by those who love 
‘pious reading. It required no particular care or exertion on my 
“* part to dispose of them.—At first, | gave away a few of them to 
‘some well-dipesed persons, whose recommendations of them soon 
“ brought others, who desired to read them also. Your hopes are 
“‘ therefore already realized ; for now the demands upon me for these 
“Tracts are so numerous, that, had I had four or five times more 
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than were sent, they would have been already disposed of. En- 
“closing Ninety Rubles forthose formerly sent, I beg your Excel- 
“lency to do me a new favour, by sending me two or three thousand 
“copies more of these compositions.” 

* Irkutsk, May 23d, 1817. (Signed) “ MICHAEL.” 

2. From Gaius, Archbishop of Astrachan. April 28th, 1817. 

“The Compositions and Translations of a certain pious Lady, 
‘Jabouring for the good of souls, I had the honour of receiving ; 
“and they have been received by all who got copies of them 
“with great satisfaction. ‘The money received for them, One Hun- 
“dred Rubles, I transmit to your Excellency. This the purchasers 
“most willingly gave ; and there are still very many persons who 
‘desire and pray to be supplied with these useful Publications. 
*“* And therefore | humbly beg your Excellency to send me as many, 
“and, if possible, more than I first received, of these Tracts, to 
“satisfy the longings of thirsty souls, desirous of reading them for 
“their benefit on all occasions.” 

3. From Dozitheos, Bishop of Orlaff. 

“The 532 Religious and Moral tracts, translated and printed 
by the efforts of a religious Lady, I had the satisfaction to receive ; 
“and it is with peculiar pleasure that I have fulfilled the commission 
“of your Excellency, so beneficial and edifying for Christian souls. 
“Those Tracts are already all distributed to such persons as wished 
“‘t@ possess them; and the money collected for them I herewith 
* send to your Excellency, begging at the same time to be furnish- 
“‘ ed with a nnmber more of these Publications ; for, after they were 
“‘all gone, many persons came forward expressing their desires to 
“possess them.” 

4. From Athanasius, Bishop of Penza. May 29th, 1817. 

“The Tracts, in consequence of their soul-edifying contents, are 
“so much sought after, that the whole number of Copies sent have 
“been disposed of in the City of Penza alone, without sending any 
“‘of them to other parts of my Diocess. Enclosing the money re- 
“ceived for them, I beg your Excellency to send me Tracts for Two 
** Hundred Rubles more.” ' 

5. From Serguis, Bishop of Rezan. July 4th, 1817. 

“‘ The pious publisher of these writings may rest assured that her 
“labours have not been in vain. I myself have repeatedly witness- 
“ed the great good produced by them, particularly among youn 
“‘persons. May the Lord bless her, and continue her zeal ; int 
“by his Almighty power enable her to publish a still greater num- 
“ber of Tracts of the same kind !” 

These, my dear friend, are fair specimens of numerous testimonies 
received from the different parts of Russia, respecting the utility 
of Religious Tracts. Iam sure they cannot fail to prove gratify- 
ing to you and the other members of the om ti ract Society, 
to whom I desire to be affectionately remembere 

Yours, in labour and love, 
ROBERT PINKERTON. 
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ICELAND. 
From the Rev. Dr. Henderson. London, Dec. 16th, 1817. 

Owing to my having been called, last year, to. proceed to Russia, 
my correspondence with Iceland has necessarily been interrupted ; 
and I have no later accounts from that quarter than the letter from 
the Rey. Mr. Johnson, which I find you have published in the last 
Report of the Religious Tract Society. That our friend, however, 
has not relaxed in his exertions, will be evident from the following 
list of Tracts which he has translated, and sent to Copenhagen to. be 
printed. Some of these are already in circulation ; and the rest were 
about to be put to the press when I passed through that city, about 
two-months ago. Those marked with an asterisk are of the Tracts 
of your Society. 

Tracts preparcd by the Icelandic Society. 
No. 1. Thoughts on Christianity, interspersed with Examples. 
2. The True nature. of the Religion of Jesus. 
3. An Excitement to Serious reflection; addressed to all 
who wish to be truly happy. 
4. A Christian Mirror for Children. 
*5. The Warning Voice. 
6. The Praise of God, from the Mouth of a Child. 
*7. The Great Question Answered. 
8. The One Thing Needful. 
*9. The Bravery and Happy Death of James Covey. 
*10. A Dialogue between a Traveller and yourself. 
*11. Poor Joseph. 
*12. Vivian’s Three Dialogues between a Clergyman and one 
of his Parishioners. 

That the influences of the Divine Spirit may accompany the 

Tracts circulated by the Society, is the sincere prayer of 
‘Your most obedient Servant, 
E. HENDERSON. 
GIBRALTAR. 
Frow a Minister. Nov. 5th, 1817. 

The supply of Religious Tracts, in various languages, kindly sent 
by the Religious Tract Society, have been thankfully recived, and 
nearly all distributed. [have had many proofs of the good produced 
by giving them in the Army. Three of our Society were awakened 
by reading the Tract sent by the Committee and distributed by me. 
If the Committee can keep me at work, I shall be very thankful to 
continue in their honourable service, striving more faithfully to bring 
about the object they have in view. Wishing the Society continued 
prosperity, | remain, your obliged friend, in Christian bonds, 


THOMAS DAVIES. 


DOMESTIC. 
From the Silver Street Auwiliary Society. 
We have heard of an instance of usefulness by the means of one 
of the Tracts distributed by us, and upon which we can place de- 
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pendance, as we have it from good authority. The person who gave 
the Tract away, gives the following account :— 

‘Standing at the door a few months ago, a poor woman came up, 
and desired to speak with me. I asked her business. She said, 
‘Do you not remember giving me a Tract, called Anprew Dunn, 
about twelve months ago ?’?—] recollected something of the circum- 
stance, and the woman assisted my memory, by relating what I said 
to her at the time. I remember purchasing a little cotton of her, 
and inquiring what her husband was ?—to which she replied, ‘ He is 
a Protestant, and goes to Cripplegate Church.’ I only intended by 
the question to know what business he pursued ; the mistake, how- 
ever, on the woman’s part, gave me an opportunity of asking her if 
she were not a Catholic ?—To which she replied, ‘I was brought 
up one, but I am not satisfied. I have had a desire aiter God from 
a child, but Iam ignorant of many things. I sometimes go to the 
Chapel in the City-road, and hear what I think is very good; but 
then I want to be more certain about what true religion is.’—I ad- 
vised her to go there again; and observed, it was not the name of 
Catholic or Protestant that would save us, but that we must be born 
again; and advised her to go again, and hear more about it 
at the City-road Chapel: at the same time, I presented her with 
Anprew Downy, little expecting to see her again. This second 
visit was to express her thanks for that Tract, and torequest another of 
the same kind. She said, that from the time she read it, her mind be- 
came more and more enlightened, and her desires after the knowledge 
of God, as her God, increased more and more. She had from a child 
loved God, in her way, but she did not know him in Jesus, which 
now she humbly trusted, in some small degree she did, and longed 
to know and love him every day of her life. She said, she attended 
the City-road Chapel, and attended class. Her reasons for 
requesting another Tract was, she had lent the first to a Catholic, 
who would not return it; and said, she would be lost if she 
attended to such stuff as was in that Tract. She told him he 
would be lost, if he prayed to saints and angels; (you know you 
pray to Mary, but the Scriptures say, There is but one Media- 
tor between God and man): saints could not take away sin, nor make 
him hate it; but the word of God says, that Jesus, by what he did 
and suffered once, took away sin. He is the only High Priest, and 
has said, ‘Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest ;’ and that those who come unto him, he 
will in no wise cast out ; and though she felt herself a very guilty and 
ignorant creature, she would come to him, and him alone, through 
his grace, for all her salvation.” 

The Committee trust that the above Extracts will warrant the Ap- 
peal made at the beginning of this Sheet, and will secure increased 
exertion in behalf of the Pecuniary Resources of the Reticious Tract 
Society, 

LEGH RICHMOND, 
C. F. A. STEINKOPFF, > Secretaries. 
JOSEPH HUGHES, 
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History of the Conversion of three Jewish Children, which took place 
at Berlin, A. D.1716. Translated from the German. 


In the year 1716, there lived among the Jews at Berlin a family 
consisting of father, mother, and three daughters, of which the eldest 
was twelve years old, the second ten, and the youngest eight. These 
three children having often had intercourse with the children of their 
Christian neighbour, heard from them concerning our Saviour and 
his religion. The Christian children would often tell them, how the 
Son of God himself was a little child, and received the name Jesus 
when he was circumcised, how he was brought up by his reputed 
father Joseph, till in his thirtieth year he began openly to teach men 
the way of salvation, and to work many miracles. They would then 
speak to them about the meekness, compassion, and love of Jesus, 
that he died on the cross a shameful and painful death, in order that 
poor sinners might not die for ever in hell; “ Jesus is ready,” they 
would say, “ to save you also.” 

These things, related by the Christian children in simplicity, made 
a lasting impression — the minds of these young Israelites: they 
had learned to repeat by heart the Lord’s prayer, and many texts of 
scripture, by frequently hearing the Christian children repeat them : 
at length all three resolved to embrace the religion of that Jesus of 
whom they had heard so mach, and whom they had learned to love. 
They went, therefore, to the Rev. Mr. Kahmann, M. A., Pastor at 
St. Mary’s. To him they addressed themselves with a childlike 
confidence ; and declared their resolution to become open disciples 
of Jesus of Nazareth, whom they loved, and of whose salvation they 
wished to be partakers. The clergyman supposed the children had 
been guilty of some fault in their parents’ house, and from fear of 
punishment had taken refuge with him ; he therefore kindly but ear- 
nestly exhorted them to return home, and to be henceforth obedient 
to their parents according to the fifth commandment. But instead of 
returning, the children embraced his knees, and entreated him not 
to thrust them away from Jesus of Nazareth, as it was him alone 
they did seek, and as nothing but the desire of belonging to Jesus’ 
flock had induced them to leave their father and mother. The 
clergyman was deeply affected to see these dear children thus en- 
treating with tears admission to Jesus ; he then assured them that 
he would take them under his protection, which he did after he had 
obtained permission of the magistrate. But as the parents soon 
came to reclaim their children, the matter was referred to the king. 
His majesty ordered a council of four ecclesiastics, (two reformed, 
viz. the Rev. — Jablonsky and the Rev. — Achenbach, and two 
Lutherans, vize the Rev. — Possard, and the Rev, — Thering) 
who should examine whether the children upon their own desire might 
be instructed in Christianity without violating paternal authority. 

Instead of considering the question theoretically, the council re- 
solved to decide it by putting the sincerity of the children to the 
most trying tests, and by giving the parents opportunity to witness 
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the whole of the proceedings. On the day of examination, the pa- 
rents being in an adjoining apartment, the children were separately 
examined concerning the reasons of their deserting their parents ; 
they were told, that nothing should hinder them from returning back 
to them ; they were urged to do so; fine clothes and other things 
were promised them upon their return to their parents ; the hardships 
they would be likely to undergo, after being baptized, were des- 
cribed to them in the strongest and most affecting terms. But they 
were neither tempted by promises nor frightened by threatenings ; 
and though their filial affection was greatly moved, yet each of the 
children preferred Jesus of Nazareth to every thing here below; 
“‘ Gladly,” said they, “ will we forego the love of men, for Jesus 
Joveth us ; we fear no hardships, if we may but be the disciples of 
Jesus, who will bring us soon to heaven, where hardships will be no 
more.”’ 

Recourse was now had to another and still severer trial. The 
parents were brought into the room where the children were. They 
used all means of persuasion, entreaties, threatenings, yea, upon their 
knees they besought the children to return.— Reader, pause for a 
moment! you are here introduced into a scene, where the strongest 
feelings human nature is capable of are brought into lively agitation. 
The parental tenderness of father and mother, the hard conflict of 
the children between filial affection and love to Jesus, the deep 
emotions of the specta:ors—all bathed in tears—Love to Jesus bore 
away the victory.—Christian! were your sincerity put to a similar 
test, would your love be as strong ?—Israelite! can you still deny 
that the love to Christ which constrains some of your brethren and 
sisters to forsake all and to cleave to him, is a love which heaven 
has poured into their hearts ’—But to proceed in our history. The 
second daughter, the peculiar favourite of her mother, answered her 
maternal, heart-breaking applications, in words blended with filial 
love and Christian fortitude, ‘“‘ My dearest mother, I will go back 
with you joyfully, and be your dutiful child, if you will believe in 
our dear Saviour who died for us poor sinners, and.who is ready to 
save you if you but believe in him.” The parents then appealed 
unto the clergymen present, to do every thing they could to induce 
them to return. But the repeated entreaties, persuasions, promises 
and rebukes of the ministers proved all fruitles’, the heart of the 
children was fixed upon Jesus; it appears that the Lord had drawn 
these dear children unto himself with the cords of love, and when he 
draws, who shall let ? ; 

After all means had been tried, after full scope had been given for 
the exercise of paternal authority (for the parents were allowed to 
have private conversations with the children) after it had appeared 
beyond all doubt, that the children had nothing to induce them to 
leave their parents, but a sincere and heart-felt attachment to Jesus, 
the ministers decided that they could not conscientiously refuse them 
the benefit of Christian instruction. Rev. Mr. Rahmann, the clergy- 
man to whom they first applied, was appointed to instruct them In 
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religion ; on the afternoon of the second Sunday after Easter (April 
11, 1717,) they were baptized in the parish Church of St. Mary’s, 
by the same minister, before a very numerous congregation, after 
having first. made a free and open confession of their faith. The 
baptismal name of the eldest was Constantina Friederika, and the 
second Sophia Johanna, of the youngest Maria Christiana, with the 
additional name of Hirtentrey*. 

The love which these children had to the Lord Jesus has been 
often admired by all the Christians to whom they were known. It 
was so ardent that when they met with the name Jesus in a book 
they would kiss it, or press it with both hands upon their bosoms. 
How does the love of these Jewish children shame the lamentable 
coldness and indifference of Christian children, nay, of many a Chris- 
tian in riper years of life! 

May such avail themselves of the example set before them in this 
history, lest the subjects of it rise in judgment with them and con- 
demn them! And may the same love to Jesus be poured from on 
high into the hearts of those dear Jewish children who, by God’s 
merciful providence, are already brought under the means of grace. 

The authenticity of this remarkable history is fully attested by the 
records of the parish church of St. Mary’s at Berlin, where it ap- 
pears also that many very respectable Christians in that town stood 
as God-fathers and God-mothers at the baptism of the three Jewish 
children. 


-374+o— 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
LETTER FROM MRS. ROWE. 
Digah on the Ganges, Hindostan. 


Dec. 9th, 1816.———I would fain give you some idea of the hor- 
rid superstition and idolatry of the poor Hindoos, by endeavouring 
to depict a scene which lately transpired. The Mahometan faith 
prevails in Hindostan. The last new moon was their anniversary 
of the Mohruen, a festival in commemoration of their prophet Ma- 
homet, and of the victories gained by his two sons, Hussa and Hoosa, 
emblematical of which, two selected men fight sham combats in the 
midst of the assembled multitudes, accompanied by bass and small 
drums, horns, and Various instruments of barbarous sound, and to 
erown all, they add their own loudest yells. They move along the 
public way in the most tumultuous manner, occasionally beating 
sheir breasts, while calling upon the names of their adored champi- 
ons till their bosoms swell to a puff, their eyes seem ready to leave 
their sockets, and they become hoarse with calling. They also 
affect to bury and raise Mahomet, by each one going to the sacred 
Ganges, taking up a handful of mud, bearing it to the tombs of their 
departed saints, where lights are kept burning; there they cast it 








* These names seem to have been given them by their God-fathers, with a view to 
express the distinguishing grace of each of them. Thus of the three children, Constan- 
tina seems to have been the most constant, Sophia, the wisest, and Mary Hirtentrey, 
(i. e. a faithful shepherdess) the most loving. 
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into a heap, sit around it, and watch, adore,‘moan, rear, and beat 
their breasts, and play their music ten days and nights ; after which 
they take up the earth, put it into a temple made of something porta- 
ble for the occasion, which -is borne on men’s shoulders through the 
streets with the most horrid ‘exultations almost to phrenzy. Eve 
one wears a green garment in token of sorrow. If you tell them Ma- 
homet is false, it enrages them; others say they worship the same 
God we do.” I should have trembled for our safety, had it not been 
for the military force at Dignapore. They worship at the tombs of 
their saints, supposing that the lingering spirits there can procure 
them favours. Their dances have the enchantments of satan to in- 
duce the beholders to worship the performers, crying, the spirit of 
God is in them. 

I witnessed the ceremonies of the festival of Juggernaut at Seram- 
pore. Iwas overcome with surprise and pity to see so many im- 
mortals thronging to adore an empty, hideously painted shell, into 
which they affirm the great God descends and abides during the sea- 
son of their superstitious services. ‘The Car, the fantastic, obscene. 
cruel Car, with its 36 massy wheels, designed to immolate, passed 
before my view laden with hundreds-of priests on the platform of 
each story, through whom the people paid sacrifices to the God at 
the summit, by casting up ripe fruit to them. The car stopped! 
The earth trembled; and the God descended, let down by a rope 
round his neck, from platform to platform, amidst the loud acclama- 
tions of thousands. He was clothed in scarlet. No lives were fost 
that I-heard of. However alluring these things are, (and thousands 
are duped by them) yet we believe true religion is acting a secret 
though effectual part in many places. Houses of worship are be- 
coming too small. It is supposed that true religion prevails more 
among ‘the army than in civil society; which will probably have a 
more favourable influence in moralizing the heathen. A native bro- 
ther who is employed by this station, to preach and talk among his 
fellow natives says, that when he reads in the market places, many 
listen with attention, and say, the gospel is good. He preaches 
every Sabbath afternoon in his native language to about thirty, men 
and boys. There are six native men members of the church, and 
two women, but owing to the remaining prejudices of their husbands 
that women should not appear in public, they now do not attend. 

At Cutwa much good has been done; I saw one woman baptized 
by Mr. William Carey. 

We hear from Mr. Chamberlain, at Mongohis, that one native 
man is desirous of christian baptism, and a native school master is 
deeply interested in the scriptures. He has been there a year, hay- 
ing been ordered from Sudham by government for preaching to the 
a in the open fields at their festivals. Government has lately 

aid a tax on all books intended for gratuitous distribution. 

At Crownpore, a military station, 600 miles further up the river, 
ten soldiers have lately been baptized by Mr. Kerr.. It requires the 
most persevering diligence to make any progress in the Hindoo lan- 
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guage ; as there is no dictionary or spelling-book printed with the 
characters. For a female to read Hindoo is a very extraordinary 
thing. They all talk Hindoostanee to their servants, yet I have ne- 
ver either seen or heard ofany who could read it. I have read the 


gospel by John. several times to the Moonshe, and have translated 
nine chapters of it. 
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METHODIST MISSION. 
FROM THE LONDON METHODIST MAGAZINE. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. W. M. Harvard, Methodist Missionary 
at Colombo, in Ceylon, dated June 22, 1817. 


On our first arrival in Colombo, Lady Brownrigg, in the most 


obligin manner, directed an invitation to be sent to us for'the Bald, 


on the King’s birth-day. This is a mark of respect which is always 
paid to the European residents in Colombo. We, of course; felt 
ourselves favoured by it; but our principles and discipline dictated 
an apology to be coupled with our expressions of thankfulness for 
the condescending attention. We assured her ladyship we should 
largely participate in the pleasure of the celebration of the venerable 

ay, and would: make it a point to pay our respects at the Levee ; 
but begged her excuse from the Ball, on the ground of our character 
and discipline. Lady Brownrigg wrote us a most friendly answer, 
cutee us for our adherence to any gules which might have 
been given us from our society in England, and that she was much 
pleased with the propriety of our conduct, and that the Governor 
would be pleased to see us at the Levee. We accordingly attend- 
ed.—His Excellency kindly asked us about the Sunday School which 
we had established the day before, and wished us all success in our 
undertaking. It was probably the first time that ever a British Go- 
yernor condescended to inquire about a Sunday School at a Levee ; 
it was, however, a striking characteristic of his Christian and zealous 
disposition ; and was a sufficient evidence that we had_ not incurred 
his displeasure, by modestly declining the honour intended us. In 


fact, persons in our situation are not expected at such seasons of 


public amusement. This may serve as a specimen of our deport- 
ment on all similar occasions; and the manner in which it was ap- 
preciated, will give rise, | have no doubt, in the minds of our friends 
at home, to satisfaction and thankfulness. ‘To the Lord be all the 
praise! 

June 24th. In consequence of the resolutions of our last Colombo 
Conference, we made arrangements last week for making a collec- 
tion in our chapel, in aid of the funds of the Colombo Auxiliary 
Bible Society ; and, as we have five Sundays in this month, we fixed 
on the third, in hopes that it might not injure our regular monthly 
collection. To give it greater publicity, we had our intention an- 
nounced in the Gazette, with the kind permission of the Assistant 
Secretary to government, and published for brother Fox, newly ar- 
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rived from England, to preach on the occasion. About five minutes 
before the service began, we were agreeably surprised by being in- 
formed that the Governor was on his way to the Mission-House, in 
order to be present: not having had any previous intimation of his 
obliging intention, we were prevented making any preparation of a 
seat, &c. for his reception ; and he kindly sat down witha few gen- 
tlemen, who accompanied him, in a large pow, which was furnished 
quite ina common manner. The congregation was large and re- 
spectable. ‘The Sunday School boys sung Canaan, and brother Fox 
preached on “ The earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord,” 
&c. It was altogether most interesting ; and the private, unexpect- 
ed manner in which his Excellency condescended to give his sanc- 
tion to our collection, was very gratifying and encouraging to our 
minds.; and was a pleasing proof of our proceedings still continuing 
to be favoured with his notice and approbation. | 

The amount of the collection, including two donations since, is 
271 rix dollars, or nearly 90/. Most of the Europeans who were 
present, being subscribers to the Institution, it was not to be expected 
that they should have given largely on this occasion. And the 
country people could not afford to give any thing considerable ; so 
that under such circumstances | think you will agree with me, it was 
a very good collection. And what is still of more importance, its 
tendency to interest our congregation in the glorious work of dis- 
seminating the word of God; this will ultimately be of far more 
consequence to the good cause, than any sum which could have been 
raised on such an occasion. 

June 25. We have lately turned our attention toa regular system 
of establishing schools for the education of native children, and the 
governor has expressed his decided approbation of our adopting the 
measure. The particulars will come officially to our Committee in 
a Report on the subject, which will be sent from our Conference. 
At present we are on the eve of establishing in this circuit nearly ten 
of these schools; which we expect, in a little time, will bring under 
instruction as many hundred children. The parents, generally 
speaking, appear greatly interested in this provision for the improve- 
ment of their children ; and we trust it will conduce to the real and 
eternal benefit of many, both parents and children. We have a fine 
school at.Colpetty, about two miles and a half from the mission 
house, which contains about 120 boys and forty girls. It was es- 
tablished under the patronage of Lady Johnston, and appears to 
promise well. We, besides, preach in the school-room, in Cingalese, 
every Sunday. The children have oy to make an attempt at 
singing, an accomplishment which the lower order among the Cin- 
galese, especially in psalmody, do not excel. But this, I hope will 
improve. I preached to them last Sunday afternoon, and heard 
them attempt to sing a Cingalese hymn, to the tune of “ Job.” 
Some of them carried on the air pretty passably ; but the far greater 
number were so wide of the point, and yet so zealous in their attempt, 
that it. was very difficult to distinguish any thing like a tune. At 
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first 1 could hardly repress, a smile, at such a medley of sounds, as I 
cannot possibly deseribe to you. If you ever heard a large number 
of boys Auzzaing, and noticed the clashing of the shrill and the gruff 
voices, you may form some small idea of our singing last Sunday. 
But when I looked at the dear children, and remembered that the 
Lord had enabled us to gather together so goodly a number of them, 
and that they were all with one accord engaged in making a noise 
about the true God and the Saviour of sinners, I was sensibly affect- 
ed with gratitude to God, and assure you enjoyed a greater musical 


feast than I should have done in hearing a chorus of the first voices. 


The children have no idea of singing, and in teaching them, we were 
sometimes obliged to simplify the act as follows : 

“ Now, boys, to sing isto make a noise ; you must, therefore, each 
endeavour to make the same kind of noise which Ido: and he, whose 
noise most resembles mine, will be the best singer.”” They then set to 
work ; and by degrees the effort assumes something like a musical 


‘sound. But now the very discord of native children attempting to 


sing the praises of God, is music to me. 

At our class meeting in the Pettah, the other evening, (which was 
led in Portuguese,) my soul was much revived. We have never yet, 
from this station, written home much about conversions ; but you 
must not conclude, therefore, that we have none. It is true, they are 
not numerous, nor so much so as doubtless they would be if we were 
more faithful. The Lord.make us more so.—But still the work goes 
steadily on. At the class meeting the other evening, a.poor man. told 
us in Partareese, ‘* 1am like the poor Prodigal in the Bible, ] have 
left my heavenly Father, 1 have undone myself, but I am coming 
back again, and I hope my Father will yet give me to feel that I am 
his poor recovered child.” His cries were truly affecting and en- 
couraging. “‘ Deos tem miserecordia par me,’? (God have mercy 
upon A) while the tears of penitence trickled down his sable face. 
Three Cingalese young men, who have met in class with us in Co- 
lombo, we have appointed as schoolmasters at country stations on 
the circuit. They appear sincere young men, and I hope will be 
useful to us hereafter ; one is at Colpetty, about two miles and a 
half off; another at Maratto, about 11 miles ; and the other at Pan- 
tura, about 15 miles distant. 

The last two were brought up by brother Armour ; the former was 
a. scholar under brother Clough, at Galle ; his name is Cornelius ; he 
has lately intimated to me a wish to begin to preach ; I have desired 
him to write a sermon in Cingalese, that we may judge of his call to 
the work. The other Sunday I was much pleased with him: going 
to preach at his school, a book of Cingalese prayers was mentioned ; 
| expressed my fears that it was rather in too high a style for the 
common people to understand ; to which he replied, “ then, Sir, I can 
make a prayer out of my heart!’ I said, “ Well, Cornelius, we will 
see,”’ Just then a sensible country borm young man came up to 
me and said, with how much pleasure he had heard the master pray 
extempore in his own language ; on which I was resolved to give him 
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a trial; and he prayed with so much readiness, humility, and fervour 
for about ten minutes, that I could not conceal my emotions. The 
Lord be praised! The work is gradual, but it is efiectual ; and, by 
the blessing of the Lord ef the harvest, it must goon. We must, 
however, have more brethren sent out to us, because our way is open- 
ing on every hand. 

+o 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. 
Extract of a Letier from Rev. Gorpon Hatt, to the Treasurer. 
Bombay Dec. 15, 1817. 

Dear Srr,—Our hope and support is, that the seed sown by our 
labours may yet spring up. God grant it may be so. Fora week 
past I have been delighted with the applications for the Gospel of 
Matthew, and the Tracts that we have printed. Within a few months 
past, I think I have distributed nearly one thousand of the Guzer- 
attee Tract, and about one half that number of the Scripture Tract 
in Mahratta; a hundred of the Tract we have just printed, and about 
the same number of copies of the Gospel of Matthew. 

These I have distributed with my own hand, not knowing how 
many my brethren have disposed of. Within a week past, a con- 
siderable number of young Jews have come to the house, and solicit- 
ed copies of Matthew; four cailing one day, and three another. Just 
before I took my pen to write this letter, three boys came to beg 
‘Tracts. I gave to each of them; and since I began to write, one of 
these. after having gone away, returned with another lad who desir- 
eda Tract. It is but a short time since they began to come to our 
house to request these things. 

We see nothing to prevent our carrying our plan of schooling to a 
great extent. We hope to do it, and have it in contemplation soon 
to print a catechism and other school books. This method of in- 
struction is exceedingly popular in Bengal, and has obtained the 
patronage of government.—In short, all sorts of persons, religious 
and irreligious, seem to applaud it, and think it a sure, though a gra- 
dual method for the conversion of the heathen. It certainly must 
produce great effects in due time. I remain, &c. G. Hatt. 
Extract of a Letter from Rev. Cyrus Kinessury, to the Treasurer. 

Chickamaugah, March 20, 1818. 

“ The Lord continues to deal graciously with us at Chickamaugah. 
We expect three more, two of them natives, will be added to our lits 
tle church at our next communion, which will be on the Sabbath af- 
ter next. Several others are under serious impressions. This is truly 
the work of the Lord and not ours, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 


Extract of a letter from Rev. M. E. Witson, a missionary in Frank- 
lin county, Ohio, to his friend in Andover, dated March 2d, 1818. 
Good people exert themselves very much here to support the gas- 

pel. Many of them pay a tax for the gospel, which would be thought 

mtolerable in New-England. There is gencrally a great readiness 
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to hear the preached word, often a real eagerness and hungering 
after it, and sometimes a profound attention. Some appear to be 
under deep conviction of sin, some rejoicing in a very happy and 
satisfactory hope. I ride from one settlement to another, preach 
almost daily, and usually three times on the Sabbath to small assem- 
blies generally collected in one room, meeting almost every where I 
go, with scattered instances of serious impressions, of hopeful con- 
versions, and of the roused attention of professors. I find the great- 
est want of religious tracts in this colhtry. The few which I brought 
with me are received and read with the greatest eagerness. Most 
of the people have never heard of a tract. Some few have been 
brought in by New-England people, a few small societies have been 
formed, and there is a nominal deposit of tracts at Marietta, but the 
deposit has for. a long time been empty, and none can be obtained, 
I wish there could be a deposit at Columbus, and a supply sent on. 
I find people almost every where ready to establish tract societies ; 
and from Columbus tracts could be obtained with ease. Most of 
the new settlers in this country are extremely poor; money is Scarce, 
and they feel utterly unable to buy. Here is a field in which our 
New-England brethren may exercise their charity with happy effect, 
in the distribution of tracts and Bibles. I have found many families 
destitute of the Bible. In visiting a man, (he is since dead,) who had 
been wilfully wounded with a rifle ball by one of his neighbours, I 
found that he had no Bible in his house, nor could he or his wife 
read. He appeared almost wholly insensible respecting a future 
state, and still more so respecting the leading truths of the Christian 
religion. ‘This is not a solitary instance. Whole neighbourhoods 
of such people sometimes gettogether. Can any thing be done for 
them? They must not be neglected. They must be sought out, and 
taught to read, and instructed in the truths ofreligion. Boston Rec. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

Letters have been received from Messrs. Mills and Burgess, the 
agents of the American Colonization Society. They arrived in Lon- 
don in December, after a very boisterous passage, in which they 
narrowly escaped shipwreck on the coast of France. They were 
received in England with the greatest kindness and attention, and 
every facility given them for prosecuting their researches in Africa, 
by some of the most distinguished characters in that country.  Af- 
ter procuring much valuable information in England, and obtaining 
letters tothe governor of Sierra Leone, and other establishments in 
Africa, they sailed for that country early in February. The follow- 


ing are extracts from their letters : 


Extract of a letter dated London, Dec. 30. 

“¢ Of the fifty-five days which have elapsed since our appointment 
as your agents, ten were spent in the United States ; thirty on the 
Atlantic ; ten in France; and five have passed since our arrival in 
England. You will see that we are just entering on the active du- 
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ties of our agency. Though some delays have been inevitable, we 
have not loitered. Our passage across the Atlantic was very short. 
The nineteenth evening after we left the capes of the Delaware, 
soundings were obtained at the entrance of the British Channel. Our 
end seemed to be within reach; buta terrific gale, which began on 
the evening of the 7th December, taught us the fallacy of our hopes. 
Land had not become visible, and the thick clouds had prevented 
any accurate observation for some days. Both our latitude and lon- 
gitude were doubtful. When the gale began the captain judged it 
prudent to put back to sea a fewhours. Enghteen hours alter, when 
the violence of the gale had not abated; when the sea raged, and 
the soundings centinually diminished ; when it seemed impossible to 
retrace our path, with a hope to ride out the tempest, the masts were 
ordered to be cut away, and the anchors to be cast. 

In a short time our large new cables were dissevered by the rocks, 
and the ship was at the mercy of the winds, without masts, sails, or 
anchors. Our worthy captain said that he had done all in his power 
for our safety, but that we were lost; the ship could not survive the 
tempest. A long reef of rocks soon appeared before us, {rightfully 
dashing the waves into the air. At this spectacle our captain said, 
we have but a few minutes more in this world: then hastily steppi 
into the boat astern, attended by his little sons, and a skilful sailor, 
he, with a hatchet, cut the cordage of the boat, and she was driven 
away. We saw them amoment—and saw them no more. Through 
the mercy of God, without human foresight, and to our utter astonish- 
ment, a current in the sea carried the ship around the point of the 
rocks.—They were supposed to be at the western extreme of the isl- 
and of Guernsey——Confiding in that power which gave us this signal 
deliverance, we succeeded the third day after in entering the harbour 
of St. Maloes in France. After a detention of four days ia quarantine, 
we arrived in London, by the way of Hayre and Southampton, in 
twelve days.—Both in France and in England we have been uniform- 
ly treated with civility and kindness. We have already had inter- 
views with several of the priacipal gentlemen to whom our letters 
were addressed. They have received us with much cordiality, amd 
view the objects of the American Socicty with sentiments of enlarg- 
ed benevolence,” 


Extract of a letter, dated London, Jan. 17. 

“ His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, Patron of the Af 
rican Institution, to whom an official letter was ad:lressed by the 
American Society for colonizing the free people of colour of the U. 
States, has been in the country for several weeks past. Mr. Wil- 
berforce made a communication to his Royal Highness on our be- 
half, to inquire whether he would prefer having the letter transmitted 
to him in the country, or wait for a personal interview in town. He 
appointed an hour this day, when he would be in town, and would 
see us inperson. Mr. Wilberforce attended us te Gloucester House. 
His Royal Highness entered into a free con¥ersation on the cireum- 
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stances of our voyage, the population of the U. States, the number 
and situation of the people of colour, our courts of judicature, and 
several other topics. After reading the letter from the President of 
the society, we put into his hands a printed copy of its constitution, 
together with a manuscript copy of our commission, with the lan- 


guage, spirit, and sentiments of which, he showed himself, by his 


words and countenance, to be much gratified. He intimated his dis- 
wrree to give in answer a letter to the President of the American 

ociety, and Mr. Wilberforce engaged to be a medium of its safe 
transmission. He added, that it would give him pleasure to see us 
on our return from Africa, if we should take England in our route, 
and that the African Institution would then know better in what man- 
ner they could aid the American Socicty.—In the mean time he re- 
quested that in our communication to the American Society we would 
take notice of his having received the letter of the American Presi- 
dent, and to make assurances of the readiness and cordiality with 
which he should co-operate with the American Society in the prose- 
eution of their designs, which must contribute to the same results 
with the efforts of the African Institution. Mr. Wilberforce has fur- 
ther increased our obligations to him this day, by introducing us to 
the Secretary. His lordship appeared to have a perfect knowledge 
of the constitution and designs of the American Society. He cast 
his eyes at our commission, and answered with promptitude, that he 
should give us letters of introduction and recommendation to the 
governor of Sierra Leone and other officers, who might be able to 
afford us patronage and assistance while prosecuting our inquiries 
on the coast. 

Mr. Wilberforce has exemplified the prudence of a counsellor, the 
tenderness of a father, and the benevolence of a christian, in his com- 
munications to us, and in the arrangements which he has made on our 
behalf. We cannot express in too strong language our admiration 
of his excellent character, our gratitude for his Tieduene, and our 
sincere prayer to the Preserver of Men, that he would spare his 
valuable life many years, and succeed his continual exertions to di- 
minish human misery, and diffuse abroad divine knowledge. In 
some future letters, we shall improve an opportunity to acknowledge 
the favours which we have received from other gentlemen, who have 
shown themselves “ ready to every good work,” disregarding dis- 
tinctions of nation, land or colour. 


Extract.—London, January 28. 

“ In opposition to opinions now circulated in the U. States, the 
colony at Sierra Leone was never more flouyishing. Its internal go- 
vernment is regularly administered: its power fears no assault from 
the native tribes, and its influence contributes much to the civiliza- 
tion of the adjacent country. Measures are adopted for the educa- 
tion, christian instruction, and internal improvements of the colony, 
which must be attended with the happiest results. Its population 
exceeds ten thousand.” 
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NEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY. 

The second pakfeer of this highly useful Institution was ce-, 
lebrated in Washington Hall, on idaggties afternoon the 12th instant. 
Upwards of two thousand scholars, with their Superintendents and 
Teachers, and a considerable number of citizens, attended. The 
exercises commenced with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Mathews: after 
which the hymns selected for the occasion were sung. A very af- 
fectionate address was then made to the scholars by the Rev. Mr. 
Maclay. These were then dismissed ; and, as they left the room, a 
Religious Tract was presented to each. At six o’clock, Richard 
Varick, Esq. the President of the Society, read the Constitution. 
The Annual Report was then read by Mr. James Eastburn, Chair- 
man of the Standing Committee. 

/e regret that it is not in our power to give in this Number even 
a summary of that interesting document, which is now printing, and 
may be expected to be soon published. It appears that there are 
at present about three thousand five hundred scholars who attend the 
schools of this Union, which are conducted by 359 Teachers, and 
50 Superintendents. Six new schools have been added since the 
last Report ; making the present number of schools attached to the 
Union to be 34, of which two are for adults alone. The quantity 
of Scripture committed to memory by the scholars, piety, has 
been very considerable ; and the practice of requiring of them proofs 
in texts of Scripture, to support certain leading truths given out oc- 
casionally for the purpose, has been found to produce the most be- 
neficial effects, not only in calling into vigorous exercise the memory 
and the reasoning faculties of: these untutored children, but also in 
storing their young minds with rich “ treasures new and old” from 
the word of life, which is able to make them wise unto salvation. 
The divine blessing appears to have accompanied this labour of 
love during the past year in no ordinary degree, especially with re- 
gard to the Teachers. We are informed that upwards of twenty of 
these in one congregation in this city have in the course of the last 12 
months been added to the communion of the Church. 

After the Annual Report was read, several motions were made, 
and supported by very eloquent and interesting speeches. 

The exercises were closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bangs. 

The Officers and Committee elected for the ensuing year, are as 
follows :— 

Richard Varick, President ; John Cauldwell, 1st Vice-President ; 
Divie Bethune, 2d Vice-President ; Rensselaer Havens, 3d Vice- 
President ; Isaac Sebring, 4th Vice-President ; Guysbert B. Vroom, 
Treasurer ; Eleazer ont Secretary. 

Committee.—James Eastburn, Leonard Bleecker, Thomas Car- 

nter, Francis Hall, George P. Shipman, John V. B. Varick, 

tharles Richards, Valentine Mott, David L. Dodge, Dr. John Nel- 
son, Thomas Stokes, Joseph Otis, Zechariah Lewis, William Col- 
te, Hubert Van Wagenen, John E. Hyde, Heman Averill, Samue! 

. Harper, Isaac Given, Peletiah Perit, and Abijah Fisher. 
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THE UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The first Annual Meeting of this Institution was held in the Wall- 
Street Church in this city on Wednesday afternoon, 13th instant. 
During the first year of its existence it has been chiefly employed in 
organiZing the machinery of its future operations, and in increasing 
its resources for efficient action, when Providence shall open the 
door for commencing that career of usefulness which we trust it is 
destined to pursue, ‘The importance of its object, and the spirit of 
Christian catholicism and brotherly love, which form the basis of its 
constitution, will, we hope, ensure to it a very general and extensive 
patronage and support, especially among those who belong to either 
of the three denominations of which it is composed. 

We regret that it is not in our power to give in this Number either 
a copy of the Report, or of the excellent address delivered by the 
Rey. Corresponding Secretary on the evening of the anniversary. 
The former will soon be published by order of the Society. 

The Board of Direction elected for the ensuing year is as 
follows :— 

OFFICERS. 
Sterwen Van Renssevaer, Esq. President. 

Vice-Fresidents.—Robert Lenox, Esq. Joseph Nourse, Esq. Peter 
Wilson, L.L.D., Rev. Ashbel Green, D.D., Rev. John H. Li- 
vingston, D.D., and Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D-D. 

Rev, Philip Milledoler, D.D. Corresponding Secretary ; Mr. Ze- 
chariah Lewis, Recording Secretary ; Mr. Divie Bethune, Treasurer. 
Other pt Rel 

Rev. Edward D. Griffin, D.D., Rev. James Richards, D.D., Rev. 
John, B. Romeyn, D.D., Rev. Gardiner Spring, Rev. Stephen N. 
Rowan, Rev. R. B. E. M‘Leod, Messrs. Rensselaer Havens, John 
E. Caldwell, Guisbert B. Vroom, Isaac Heyer, Henry Rankin, and 
John Borland. 


PRESBYTERIAL SUPPORT OF THE UNITED FOR. MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Galway, Feb. 17, 1818. 

The Associate Reformed Presbytery of Saratoga, being met and 
constituted, read the letter to the Moderator from the Directors of 
the United Foreign Missionary Society. 

The following resolutions passed unanimously : 

1. That this Presbytery highly approve of the formation of said 
Society, and pledge themsélves to encourage it to the utmost of their 

ower. 
2. That it be, and hereby is recommended, to every minister of 


. this Presbytery, to preach on the subject of missions once a month, 


until the people are sufficiently informed. 

3. That meetings for prayer be observed in all our settled con- 
gregations, at least on the first Monday of every month, and at said 
meetings there be read such documents as we possess respecting the 
success of the Gospel at home and abroad. 
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4. That it be recommended to vacant congregations to observe 
these meetings for prayer, as far as circumstances will admit. 

5. That it be recommended to all our congregations immediately 
to form Missionary Societies, auxiliary to the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, and that different societies be formed among young 
and old, male and female, mye to circumstances. 

6/ That where it may be judged expedient to adopt a different 
plan, a yearly collection in the church, or subscription, be substituted 
In its ones 

7. That all moneys collected for said Society, in any of our con- 
gregations, settled or vacant, be trensmitted to the Treasurer of the 
Presbytery, and paid by him to the Society. ' | 

8. That the Treasurer of Presbytery bé and hereby is enjoined, 
in transmitting said moneys, to give each congregation credit for’ the 
sums severally collected by them, that this may appear in the printed 
reports of the Society. 4] 

9. That Mr. Forrest write a respectful letter to the Corresponding 
Secretary of the United Foreign Missionary Society, enclosing a 
copy of the above resolutions. 

JAMES MAIRS, Moderator. 
—s+0— 
AMERICAN BIBLE, SOCIETY. 


The second anniversary of the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
was celebrated in this city yesterday. The meeting was held at the 
assembly room in the City-Hotel, which was politely offered for the 
occasion by Mr. Jennincs. The doors were opened at 10 o'clock 
A. M.; the President, the Hon. Exvias Bovpivot L, L, D. took 
the chairprecisely at 11. The meeting was opened by, the Revs 
Dr. Mason, one of the Secretaries of the- Society, re the 49th 
chapter of Isaiah. A very interesting and impressive 8s was 
then delivered by the venerable President. Letters of ap eloey for 
non-attendance at the meeting were read from several of, the Vice- 
Presidents, who. were detained by unavoidable necessity, viz. the 
Hon. John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State of the United States ; 
the Hon. Smith Thompson, Chief Justice of the state of New-York ; 
the Hon. William Tilghman, Chief Justice of Penn. ; the Hon. An- 
drew Kirkpatrick, Chief Justice of New-Jersey,; Joseph Nourse, 
Esq. of the city of Washington, and Francis F. Key Esq. of panes” 
town, District of Columbia. A letter was read from the Rev. Dr, 
Romeyn of the city of New-York, Secretary of the Society for do- 
ren enepententy, apologizing for his absence an account of 
ill health. 

‘The Annual Report of the Board of Managers was read by the 
Rev. Dr. Blatchford of Lansingburgh : after which the following re- 
solutions were unanimously passed, 7 

1. On motion of John Murray, Jun. Esq. seconded by the Rev. 
Dr. Samuel Miller, of Princeton, New-Jersey,— 
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Resolved, That the Report of the Board of Managers, now read, 
be accepted, as highly satisfactory and encouraging; and that it be 
published under the direction of the Board. : 

2. .On motion of the Rev James Milnor, rector of St. George’s 
Church in this city, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Mathews, of the 
Dutch Church in Garden-street, in this city— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the Pre- 
sident, for his continued and watchful attention to its interests, and for 
his munificent liberality towards its funds. ; 
_,3. On motion of the Rev. John Chester, of Albany, seconded by 
Gen, Stephen. Van Rensselaer— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be rendered to the se- 
veral Vice-Presidents for the distinguished patronage which they 
have afforded to the Institution. 
_.4. On motion of Samuel Bayard, Esq. of New-Jersey, seconded 
by the Rev. Mr. Maclay, of the Baptist Church in this city— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented: to the Trea- 
surer, the Secretaries, and the Board of Managers, for their services 
during the present year. 

5..Qn motion of Joshua M. Wallace, Esq. of New-Jersey, se- 
condéd by ‘Thomas Eddy, of the Society of Friends— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the several 
Congregations, Auxiliary Societies, and individuals, who in any way 
may have contributed to its resources and usefulness. 

' We quote with pleasure from the New-York Daily Advertiser the 
following just and appropriate remarks of the Editor, as entirely 


corresponding with our own impressions. 


** We have rarely witnessed a more interesting and impressive scene 
than that exhibited on this occasion. The company assembled was 
numefous and respectable, and it was a highly gratifying circum- 
stance to see collected so large a number of ladies as were present. 
To the pious ae of the sex is the Society indebted for a large 
proportion of .its funds, bestowed for the benevolent purpose of in- 
troducing as members for life a respectable body of clergymen, in 
various parts of the country—a mode of testifying, at one and the 
same time, their regard for the great objects of the foie, and their 
high respect for the characters and virtues of the latter.. The pro- 
ceedings of the Society were throughout gratifying to the audience. 
‘The various addresses were creditable to the talents, the eloquence, 
and the piety of the speakers. One thing was in a peculiar manner 
consoling 4o the feelings of all the friends of Christian charity and 
communion.— We allude to the predominance of genuine Catholicism. 
The distinctions of sect and denomination were practically laid 
aside, and were remembered only for the purpose of giving vent to 
the feelings of congratulation to which their extinction gave spon- 
taneous birth—each one felt delight at the exhibition of fuch living 
proof, that they could all lay aside their names of distinction, and 
unite on the sure ground of the HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
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‘One other circumstance gave a most lively interest to this anni- 
versary. We allude to the presence of the venerable President of 
the Institution. It is well known, that it was in a great measure ow- 
ing to his long and Papeete exertions, and his influence, that this 
Society was formed; and it is equally well known, that its funds 
were, immediately upon its organization, enriched by his munificent 
donation of 10,000 dollars—a sum which has rarely if ever been 
equalled, even by princely liberality towards similar institutions, in 
any part of the world. On the first anniversary of the Society, he 
was prevented by sickness from attending. On the present occa- 
sion, after having been unable for two years to leave his room until 
within a few days past, and after having entered upon his 79th year, 
this venerable Christian, to the surprise as well as the gratification 
of his friends and the Society, was able to meet them and unite in 
their exercises, and preside over their deliberations. Such was the 
high sense which the meeting entertained for his worth, and the re- 
spect they bore for his virtue and piety, that upon his entering the 
room they unanimously rose from their seats, and continued standing 
until he was seated in the chair—a mark of respect that was repeat- 
ed, when he made his address to the Society.” 

In our next we expect to give entire copies of the very interesting 
addresses delivered at this meeting. We should do them injustice 


by an attempt to abridge them. 

We can only mention the principal subjects treated in the Report, 
which are the following, viz. . 

1. The principles by which the Board have been guided respect- 
ing the location and management of the stereotype plates belonging 
to the Society. 

2. The determination of the Board to send a set of the octavo, in 
connexion with one of the duodecimo plates, to Lexington, Ken- 
tucky. 

3. Some observations on the two modes of making the Indians ac- 
quainted with the Holy Scriptures—that is, either by teaching them 
English, or by translating the Bible into their several languages ; 
and the preference given by the Board to the latter mode, which 
they have begun to act upon, by ordering 1000 copies of the Epistles 
of John, translated into the Delaware language by the Rev. Christian 
Frederick Dencké, to be immediately printed ; also the Gospel of 


- John in the Mohawk language by Captain Norton, and of Mark by 


Brandt. 


4. The order of the Board to cause a set of stereotype plates to 
be cast for the Spanish New Testament, as soon as a suitable copy 
can be procured for the purpose. 
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5. The concentration of the printing establishment and deposito- 
ry of the Society under the same roof, and the appointment of an 
agent.. 

6. Anapplication to Congress, at their late session, to exempt the 
Society from duty on copies of the Scriptures in foreign languges, 
and on printing paper imported for its use; and the privilege of 
franking letters addressed to, or written by, its principal officers on 
the public business of the Society. 

7. A donation to the Rev. Frederick Jeo, at Paris. 

8. The importation from Great Britain of a quantity of Gaelic, 
German, and Welsh Bibles. 


9. The receipt from England of part of the stereotype plates for 
the French Bible. 


10. The Bibles distributed gratuitously by the Society during the 
year, 

11. The number of Bibles issued by the Society in the last twelve 
months, 17,594—making the total number issued by them 24,0004 : 
—the total number printed, 29,500 Bibles. 

12. The number of Auxiliaries of which the accession has been 
officially ascertained during the past year is 71; which make the 
total number, as far as known at the present time, to be 155. 

13. The amount of congregational collections was $791.77. 

14. During the year eleven ministers have been made Directors 


for life by contribution of 150 dollars each, and 174 ministers have 


been made members for life, by contributions of 30 dollars each. 
15. The Report concludes with noticing the exertions of some of 
the National Societies in Europe. 


—< +o 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Treasurer of the American Bible Society has acknowledged 
the receipt of the following Contributions, in the month of April 
last :— 

A donation of 300 Dollars from the Bible Society of Virginia ; 
one of $14 from the Elizabethtown Female Juvenile Bible Society ; 
$100 from the Norfolk B. S. for the purchase of Bibles and New 
Testaments ; $200 from the B. S. of Augusta, Georgia, for ditto ; 
$100 from the Steubenville Female B. S. for ditto; $68 80 from the 
Female B.S, of Geneva, for ditto; $200 from the Long Island B. S. 
for ditto :—a congregational collection of $29 78 in the Third Pres- 
byterian church in Albany; one of $66 65 in the Reformed Dutch 
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church in Kingston, Ulster county, N. Y.; one of $4 25 from the 
people of Leyden, Lewis county, N. ¥.; one of $8 in the churches 
at Hempstead and Ramapagh, in Bergen county, N. J. ; $150 from 
Col. Benjamin Tallmadge, of Litchtield, Conn. as a Director for 
life ; $150 from the Third Presbyterlan church in Albany, to consti- 
tute their pastor, the Rev. Hooper Cumming, a Director for life ; 
Thirty Dollars each, to constitute the following ministers members 
for life :—vyiz. Rev. Geo. S. Woodhull, by a few individuals of the 
congregation of Cranberry, N. J.; Rev. Charles Prentice, by the 
ladies of the first society in Canaan, Litchfield county, Conn. ; Rev. 
Riah Bailey, of Newcastle, Maine, by ; Rev. John De Witt, 
by the ladies of the Second Reformed Protestant Dutch church in 
Albany ; Rev. Phinehas Cooke, by the ladies of Ackworth, New 
Hampshire ; Rev. T. Charlton Henry, by the ladies of the Market 
Presbyterian Church in Lexington, Kentucky ; Rev. Orin Clark, by 
the young gentlemeh belonging to the Episcopal congregation in 
Geneva, N. Y.; Rev. Cornelius D. Westbrook, by ladies of the First, 
Reformed Dutch Church in Fishkill, N. Y.; Rev. Daniel Crane, by 
ladies of the Presbyterian congregation in the same place; Rev. 
James Beach, by a number of young ladies of Winchester, Conn. ; 
Rev. Stephen Dodd, by the ladies of East Haven, Conn.; Rev. 
Jonathan Cone, by the Female Cent Society of Bristol, Conn. ; Rev. 
Jeremiah Sai by the Amherst Bible and Tract Society, N. H. ; 
Rev, Nathan Lord, by the same; Rev. Chauncey Booth, by the 
Female Charitable Society in the first parish in Coventry, Conn. ; 
Rey. William Montgomery, by the ladies of the Pine Hedge congre- 
gation, Mississippi Territory ; Rev. Joseph Bullen, of Claiborne 
county, Mississippi Territory ;—also 30 Dollars from each of the 
following gentlemen, constituting themselves members for life :—viz. 
Mr. Charles Wright of Queen’s county, N. Y.; Deacon Warren 
Mitchell, of Southbury, Conn. ; Mr.,.Ezra Weeks, of N. Y.; Gen. 
Chauncey Whittelsey, of Middletown, Conn. ; Mr. Joseph Battell, 
of Norfolk ; Mr. David S. Lyon, of New-York; Mr. Jacob Harsen, 
of ditto; Mr. Ezra C. Ludlow, of ditto; Mr. Garret Cozine, of ditto ; 
——also 466 Dollars from annual subscribers in the city of New-York, 
collected by G. Cozine; also 2 Dollars from an unknown lady in 
Vermont, through Mr. C. Wright of Montpelier. 








DONATION TO THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

April 2d. Presented by the Long-Island Bible Society, (being a 
gift to them from the Rev. John Bassett, D..D.) the Bible in La- | 
tin, translated by Sebastian Castilion, folio, Basle, 1551; prefaced 
by an address of the translator in Latin, to King Edward V4, of Eng- 
land; and followed by annotations relating to the several Books. 

—7o+c 
THE MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY OF NEW-YORR, 

Held its Anniversary meeting on the 20th of April last. It appears 
by its Annual Report, that it has distributed during the past year up- 
wards of eight hundred Bibles ; and that many instances are known 





